Hello,

Following you will find an informed consent form template. It will need to be heavily edited for your use.  The description will need to reflect your work. You probably won’t be doing a research study, so you’ll need to change some terminology. There is a description of the study on the first page. The second and third pages are the actual consent form. Please understand that this was written by a lawyer and contains disclaimers that you may want to omit.

Dear Parents,


I am writing to ask your permission to include your child in a study we will be doing this school year.  One of the therapists at the school thought that your child could benefit from self-modeling. This is a very child-friendly technique that involves editing video to make it appear that children are functioning slightly higher, or more appropriately, than present levels. You can learn more about self-modeling by visiting the research section of the SCI website:  http://www.siskin.org/www/docs/12/. Self-modeling is a research-based method for teaching children a variety of skills. We make the filming and observing of the video a fun/positive experience. We emphasize their starring roles. By serving as their own models, children’s interest is heightened and pressure to perform is lessened. We film the children in situations where they often have difficulties.  For example if the child is having problems speaking we can have him/her imitate the teacher or parent. We then select the best clips and combine them into a short 2-3 min. movie. Self-modeling is being used more and more as a teaching strategy and we have found it quite effective with 4 and 5-yr-olds. The videos your child views will be all positive. Anything negative or even less than ideal will be eliminated. We will film your child taking steps with assistance or without. We will remove any evidence of assistance to make it look like the child is walking independently – slightly beyond their present skill level. The occupational therapist will be working closely with us to ensure we don’t depict skills beyond her present potential. We hope to begin the study early in the new year.

What makes this different than just regular teaching/therapy is that we will be collecting data continuously either by direct observation or video (either number of steps taken or distance covered).  A UTC graduate student, Kelley Smith, and I will be collecting the data. Kelley will use this as the basis for her masters thesis project. Another reason that informed parental consent is necessary is the nature of self-modeling and the use of videos. At the conclusion of the study, I will ask you what you want done with videos. I typically offer the following 3 options: 1) We delete all traces of video footage,  2) We delete all traces of video footage and provide you copies of the videos we made, or 3) We ask permission to use the videos for educational purposes ( limited to class presentations, teacher workshops, and conference presentations). We will share our findings with you at the end of the study.

I can’t promise positive results, but I believe we will see improvements in the targeted skill. If you agree to having your children participate in this study, please read and sign the attached form. 
Thank you either way. 
Sincerely,
Tom Buggey
Dr. Tom Buggey





Siskin/UTC Chair of Excellence



Center for Child and Family Studies



Siskin Children's Institute




1101 Carter Street 
Chattanooga, TN 37402

Informed Consent Form
This is to certify that I, ___________________, hereby give permission to have my child,_______________________, participate in the study entitled, Self-modeling as a Teaching Method for Preschoolers, conducted by ______________.. You can find out more about video self-modeling here: buggeyvsm.org .

If you need more information or would like to talk face to face with _______she can be reached at ________________, or at email __________________
At the conclusion of the study, I understand that I will be provided a summary of the results. I also understand that I will have the options of receiving any videos made during the study, having them destroyed, or allowing limited use of them for educational purposes (classroom and conference uses).

I understand that the ____________ does not have any funds budgeted for compensation for injury, damages or other expenses. I understand that in the event of physical injury resulting from this investigation neither financial compensation nor, free medical treatment is provided for such physical injury (note: The standard disclaimer. I can’t imagine how any injury could occur as a direct result of self-modeling).
I understand that any data or information will remain confidential with regard to my child's identity. Confidentiality requirements included in the Individuals with Disabiities Education Act (IDEA) will be strictly adhered to. I also understand that information collected in this study will be kept confidential within the limits allowed by law. I understand that before this can be undertaken my informed consent will be necessary as well as consent forms signed by the teacher(s) at the school.  I have recieved a copy of this consent form. _____________________________ have reviewed and approved this research. If you have questions about the ____________ review process, you can contact_____________
I certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, my child has no physical or mental illness or weakness that would increase the risk to him or her of participation in 
this investigation.

I further understand that I am free to withdraw my consent and terminate my child's participation at any time.
I hereby consent to the participation of ____________________, a minor as a participant in this scientific investigation described.
__________________
_______________________________________

Date 
Signature of minor participant's parent or guardian
I the undersigned, have defined and fully explained the investigation to the above parent or guardian.

_______________


______________________________________

Date
Investigator's signature
